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audience. Starting his career in Cleveland, he 
moved to New York in the latter half  of  the 
1950s. He was one of  the casualties of  the 
early rock radio payola scandal, and died in 
1965. (1954, English) 

WHRB Station ID 
from the Live Folk Orgy
WHRB Harvard Radio's “Orgy” format has 
its roots in an undergraduate who played all 
nine Beethoven symphonies after a particularly 
difficult final exam. The tradition continues in 
multiple music styles and formats to this day. 
This live station ID from the late ’50s is from 
one of  WHRB’s Live Folk Orgy broadcasts. 
(1958, English) 

1960’s – Present
Arnie Ginsburg 
Cruisin’ 1961
Boston DJ Arnie 
“Woo Woo” Ginsburg 
of  WMEX radio 
participated in a 
compilation album in the 

early ’70s. Full of  the ’50s and ’60s biggest Top 
40 hits all interspersed with DJ introductions, 
jingles, commercials, and other artifacts of  
1960s AM pop radio, this collection targeted 
Baby Boomers' nostalgia. (1961, English)

 “No Particular Place to Go” 
Chuck Berry's “No Particular Place To Go” 
celebrates the freedom of  the open road, 
driving around in the car listening to the radio 
while on a date. It’s a quintessential piece 
of  Americana that celebrates the mobility 
that comes with tuning in pop radio in one’s 
automobile. (1964, English) 

Donna Halper on WRVR 
Donna Halper playing jazz music on WRVR 
in New York during the late 1970s. 
(1970, English)

 “Roadrunner” 
Jonathan Richman’s anthem to driving around 
the Boston area at night, “Roadrunner” was 
an underground hit and inspired both garage 

rockers and punks in the 1970s. A campaign to 
make “Roadrunner” the official rock song of  
Massachusetts is ongoing. (1974, English) 

 “Radio Radio”   
Elvis Costello and the Attractions released this 
single, its lyrics pointed in their criticism of  the 
tyranny of  middle-of-the-road radio. Costello 
played this song on Saturday Night Live in late 
1977 against the wishes of  show producers and 
his record company, leading to a decade-long 
ban from the program. (1977, English)

Donna Halper on WBET 
Donna Halper plays music on WBET in 1981. 
(1981, English) 

Strong Women's Musical Menu from 
International Women's Day 1982 
An assortment of  musical selections brodcast 
on International Women’s Day by Boston 
Women’s Community Radio in 1982. 
(1982, English) 

The Nightfly
Steely Dan's Donald 
Fagen released The 
Nightfly in 1982, a series 
of  songs that recalled 
his youth listening to 
New York City radio in 

the 1950s and ’60s. On the title track, Fagen’s 
narrator discusses being a DJ bringing “jazz and 
conversation” to his audiences. 
(1982, English) 

WHRB Music Promos from 1983 
A pair of  WHRB program promotions for the 
Music of  America and Prokofiev’s Peter and the 
Wolf  from the Harvard airwaves in 1983. 
(1983, English)

Voces de Ayer y Hay: Music 
This mix of  music from Puerto Rico was 
broadcast on International Women’s Day on 
the radio in Boston, presented by the Puerto 
Rican Collective. (1985, English)
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 “I Can't Live Without My Radio”
A different kind of  mobile freedom was 
enshrined in the first single off of  LL Cool 
J’s 1985 album, Radio. The boom box was 
the broadcaster of  the American streets in 
the early 1980s, playing the latest hip hop, 
soundtracking life on the streets, and the 
rapidly growing art of  breakdancing. 
(1985, English) 

Women in Jazz 
This musical program featuring jazz selections 
from women artists was broadcast in 1987 
during International Women’s Day on MIT 
radio, WMBR. (1987, English)

Selections of 
Hopi Music from 
KUYI Radio 
KUYI Radio was founded 
in 2000 to serve the 
Hopi people throughout 
Arizona and on Hopi 

reservations. Broadcasting traditional music like 
these excerpts is a large part of  KUYI's mission.
(2000, English) 
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Faint Earth Murmur
is a sound art installation commissioned for 

and inspired by the Radio Contact exhibition. 
It aims to resurrect the long since lost in the 
internet age excitement and anticipation of 

physically tuning a radio dial to discover new 
stations and new sounds. Faint Earth Murmur 

brings gallery visitors on an unpredictable 
aural journey of the past 100 years 
of radio via the themes outlined 

in this program guide.

Concept, Design & Creation 
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